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AbuBakr Apprehended
By Ian Wilson
In the early hours of Sunday, October
27th, US forces apprehended terrorist
leader Abu Bakr Al- Baghdadi at his
compound in Syria. The selfproclaimed caliph of the Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) detonated
his bomb vest, killing himself and three
of his children.
The story of Abu Bakr?s capture is a
tale of tragedy and surprising heroism.
When American troops arrived at the
base of the terrorist, he fled into an underground network of tunnels near his
residence with his children. A US military dog tracked down Al- Baghdadi
and trapped him in a dead-end tunnel. It
was here that the ISIL leader exploded
his vest, taking his innocent children
with him to the grave. The dog was injured in the blast, but is fortunately
slated to make a full recovery and will
be honored for its tremendous service.
US military agents were deployed
against the ISIL leader in the wake of
President Trump?s extraction of American forces from Syria. ISIL, also
known as ISIS, has been working under
the control of Al-Baghdadi in the Levantine region of the Middle East since
the early 2000?s. The radical Muslim
organization is credited with many acts
of terror throughout the region and the
world. In the last few weeks, it was declared that Syria was free of the insurgents of the terrorist group. Trump announced his intentions to immediately
remove US troops from Syria, and began the process of pulling out our soldiers last week. The President has been
widely criticized for this act because
Syria was invaded by Turkey soon after
the US military left the country. Turkish forces entered Syria to oust the
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Kurds, an ethic group that was the main
American ally in the War on Terror.
The new conflict between the Kurds
and Turkey, both of which are US allies, has further complicated the Syrian
situation by causing many Kurdish-held
prisons to be left unguarded. Mass
breakouts of ISIL terrorists have been
reported.

While Abu Bakr?s death is a victory
for the US, the War on Terror is not
over. With the escape of so many terrorist prisoners, a new leader may step
up to lead ISIL and carry on AlBaghdadi?s abhorrent legacy.
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NewDrop-Off PlanExpectedtoSpeedUp
MorningTraffic
By Timmy Mansfield

Starting soon, HCS will be implementing a new policy to speed up the
drop- off process in the morning. A
new row of visitor parking will be
added for parents who need to assist
their children, and the current dropoff zones will be used only for quick
drop-offs.
Currently, there are two drop- off
zones: one near the bus garage and
one near the playground. Around
7:45 am, these zones become incredibly congested, which can be frustrating for people in the line. Sometimes, parents will park their cars,
walk around, and let out their children? a very slow process.
For drivers entering the parking lot
from the east (Broad St.), this problem can cause extensive traffic for
long periods of time. This is because
the drivers have to yield the right of
way to the line of cars coming from
the west (Lebanon St.). The lines of
traffic often extend beyond Maple
Ave.
To combat this congestion, new
rules are being put in place. Parents
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that need to spend extra time dropping off younger children can now
use the visitor parking, which will be
the row of spots closest to the sports
fields (in front of the current drop off
zone).
Unfortunately, the parking solution
poses a problem for HCS faculty and
staff. Parking for HCS educators and
employees can be tight, and this new
policy takes away a row of choice
parking that many use. Although Mr.
Larson will lose his prime parking
spot, he said, ?I think it?s a good
thing.? He and other HCS administrators are hopeful that the plan
achieves its goal.
Students are also excited about
these new rules. Sometimes, kids
wake up late or have to drive from
farther out of town, so congestion in
the drop-off line can make the difference between being late or not. Senior Theo McArn commented on
this, saying, ?As a person coming in
from the east I am burdened by the
left hand turn. It is an unfair system
of traffic. This is a huge step forward
in the journey to achieve equality.?
Families should expect a letter explaining the new drop off system,
and signs and paint in the parking lot
will help remind them of these
changes. This new procedure should
make morning drop- offs and afternoon pick- ups quicker and safer.
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The Schindza

Tipsfor College
Applications
By Addison Schoonmaker
As a senior, I would like to give
some advice to this year?s Juniors as
they start their college search. First, if
your parents don?t work in a university that gives tuition discounts, they
should quit their jobs so you can get
more financial aid. Being middle
class is the number one killer of any
dreams of going to that perfect school
and making it out debt free. Since it's
too late for most families to boost
themselves up the top 1% and pay tuition up front, the next best move is to
live in poverty so that colleges throw
more free money at you. The other
option of course is having that stellar
and hard earned GPA. However,
dropping your parents yearly income
comes with an added bonus of pro-

viding you with something more interesting than your basketball team
almost winning sectionals to write
your application essay on.
This strategy may seem a bit extreme, but as you'll begin to understand in the coming year, desperate
times call for desperate measures.
However, those of you who fancy
yourselves smarter than the average

college applicant may say, ?Why
can't we just apply for scholarships??
As if it were that simple.
Scholarships are a false hope put in
place to crush the remaining aspirations of high school students in order
to prepare them for the real world. As
most will soon come to appreciate,
scholarships are strictly reserved for
those less fortunate than you, international students, or this year?s United
States National Merit Scholar. Oh?
You only have a 3.5 GPA? Well, community college would love to have
you next fall.
If this sounds unfair, I guess you
should have tried a little harder during the past four years to get that 95
course average while spending 40
hours a week building shelters for the
homeless. Unfortunately, if you find
that it?s too late for this, you can set
your sights on a $50 award to pay for
about a third of your first text book.
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At t ent ion:
The Schindza
is the satire
section of the
Emerald Press.
Nothing
written in The
Schindza is
meant to be
taken
seriously.

Ear ly Decision and
Ear ly Admission
Applicat ions ar e due
t oday! Good luck
Senior s!
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Dear E.Knight
By Theo McArn
Dea r E. K n ig h t ,
I t ?s my f r ien d ?s b ir t h d a y
t h is weeken d a n d I wa n t
t o ma ke h er a c a ke. Do
yo u h a ve a r ec ipe t h a t
yo u
wo u ld
r ec o mmen d ?
- Avid EP r ea d er

Dear Avid EP reader,
You are in luck! I have recently
developed my own cake recipe that I
think you will enjoy. My cake is famous not only for its delicious taste
but also for being one of a kind. Inspiration for this cake came from my
desire to make something unique and
different. I wanted to wow everyone
and knock them out of their socks. I
also wanted to make a cake that utilized all of the ingredients already in
the kitchen. I can happily say that I
met both of these goals. The recipe is
foolproof and is guaranteed to have
your guests leaving satisfied.
For the base of this cake, I decided to go with a ramen reduction.
Using the saturated ramen noodles
provides a unique, squishy texture
that simply cannot be created with
flour. I also incorporated a packet of
instant oatmeal into the ramen in order to give the cake more sustenance
and qualify the cake as multigrain.
Using granulated sugar was too basic
for this masterpiece, so I decided to
use the classic Aunt Gemima?s high
fructose corn syrup maple syrup as
my sweetener. This made the cake
taste much more smooth and soft. I
also wanted this cake to be something that even the health nuts would
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enjoy. For this reason, I added in
P90X protein powder to attract even
the biggest gym sharks. Butter,
canola oil, and olive oil have already
been used in cakes. This cake had to
be unique. For that reason, I decided
to use PAM spray oil in the cake, not
just on the pan. The aerosol component of the PAM added an airy texture to the cake. At this point, I realized that this cake was missing a
crunchy aspect. I took a risk by
crushing up cheez-its and incorporating the crumbs into the batter. I can
say with confidence that it paid off.
The cheez-its provided a nice crunch
which compliments the other textures of the cake.
I cooked this cake at 350 degrees for 20 minutes until it was perfectly brown on the top. As I final
touch, I melted tropical flavored
Lifesavers in the microwave to create a hard candy glaze, which I
poured on top of the cake. I call this
creation ?Gateau de la Clan?.
When I first bit into my culinary
masterpiece, my taste buds exploded.
My body could not handle the immaculate taste of my creation. It did
not believe that I was worthy to enjoy such a masterpiece. As a result,
my body rejected the creation
through the form of projectile
vomiting.
I highly recommend that you
make this cake for your friend. I
promise you that if your cake ends
up anything like mine, the birthday
gal will thoroughly enjoy it. This
cake will be the best thing you have
ever tasted, even if it causes you and
your friends to instantly vomit.
I hope that the birthday party is a
success, let me know how it goes.
Bone-apple-teeth,
E. Knight
P.S. I am not responsible for any medical bills resulting from the consumption of this cake.

"Gateau de la Clan"
Photo by Theo McArn

Disclaimer:
This is a fake question and answer.
Do not try to make or eat this cake.

Submit Questionsfor
Dear E.Knight:
For future editions of the Dear
E. Knight series, you are
welcomed to submit your
questions on our Instagram
page @t h e_em er ald_pr ess. If
we like your question, it could
be the next question we
respond to in the Dear E.
Knight series.
Follow us @t h e_em er ald_pr ess
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BigMacvs. TheWhopper
By Henry Crespi
Our local McDonald's remains a staple stop to fulfill your fast food cravings with its diverse menu of sandwiches, beverages, and sweets to satisfy their customers, but does good old
Ronald D?s food really stack up against
the neighboring fast food chains? In
this culinary battle of supremacy McDonald?s most prominent burger, The
Big M ac will take on their opponent
Burgher King?s very own juggernaut,
The Whopper .
To start off the first way a food is
consumed is through its presentation.
The Big Mac starts out strong with a
beautifully designed cardboard box
with red and magenta colored impact
font to psych their customer for a just
as impactful burgher. The Whopper on
the other hand falls short in this contest
as it comes wrapped in cardboard colored paper riddled with wrinkles and
folds. The packaging for the Whopper
also takes a similar strategy of using
impact text font in order to introduce
their burgher as a bold entrée of meat
but instead the tiny Impact text gives
off a less commanding presence in
comparison to McDonald?s simple and
effective huge impact text size. After
opening both packages you are greeted
with identical sesame seed buns and
overall too similar of appearances to
draw key differences between the two.
So the Big Mac takes the win in appearances with a 9/10 while the
Whooper trails with 8/10.
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Next comes the battle for superior
taste. With your first bite into the Big
Mac your taste buds are assaulted with
a sudden tsunami of salty citrus from
the pickle slices, but then the signature
creamy Big Mac sauce, made up
mainly of mayo and mustard, mixes in
with the pickle flavor to soften the
harsh taste of pickles into a fluffy, savory, and sour flavor, that when paired
with the final wave of beef patty
umami creates a whole new combined
flavor that allows for all of the individually overwhelming flavors of the
burger to formulate into a salty, creamy,
and sweet taste. In total, an 8/10 only
due to the Big Mac patty being a bit
dry. On the other hand the Whopper
doesn?t fall short, as it takes a safer
route of bringing in light flavors of
creamy mayo and the slight citrus of
tomato slices to create a delicate sweet
and sour sheet of rain to prep the taste
buds for the juicy patty of the Whopper.
The patty brings in a slightly savory but
sweet flavor that pairs eloquently with

the sweet and sour sauce to give birth
to a new sub level of burger flavor. To
further add to the brilliance that is the
Whopper, onions are included to add
that extra crunch of fresh sweet tang
that acts as the fundamental support for
the most vibe- able burger. The Whopper obtains a 10/10 to surpass the Big
Mac in taste, and takes the title for the
best burger in this issue.

T h e
W h op p er
W i n s!
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IntheKnight Light:
JessicaHoople
By Theo McArn
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Favor ites:
M ovie: " My Big Fat Greek
Wedding"
Book: ?Discovery of Witches? by
Debora Harkness
Actor : Jennifer Aniston
Ar tist: Billy Joel
Song: ?Hotel California? by
Eagles
Food: Desserts
Condiment: Ketchup
Season: Fall
Color : Blue
Place: Disney World
I ce Cream: Ben and Jerry?s Phish
Food
Phr ase: ?It is what it is?
Web Site: People and CNN
Store: Target

Jessica Hoople is the new HCS
Chorus teacher. Norwich born and
raised, Mrs. Hoople trained as an
opera singer at SUNY Fredonia
and Binghamton. She then went
back to college to earn her
education degree from Syracuse
University. She is married and has
a two-year-old son whom she says
is a handful. Mrs. Hoople loves to
bake and especially enjoys making
chocolate chip cookies. She also
likes Disney, reading, listening to
music, and keeping tabs on
celebrity gossip. We are thrilled to
welcome her to the Hamilton
community!

Ar ticle of Clothing: Cardigans
Spor t: Football
If Mrs. Hoople could bring one
thing to a deserted island, it would
be some way to listen to music.
Mrs. Hoople?s biggest pet peeve is
when people mispronounce
musical terms.
She once fell out of a chair in
Physics class after falling asleep.

VS:
Nike vs. Adidas: Nike
Slices vs. Oliver i?s: Oliveri's
Coke vs. Pepsi: Coke
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CollegePenPal: Emily
McCann
By Wil Eberhardt
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What clubs are you involved in?

2) Cell 9 study hall with Brad and Zach

?I've been most involved in the AAUW
(American Association of University
Women) at Union, but I'm waiting until
I become really adjusted to college before I start adding more club meetings
and events into my schedule.?

3) The ice pops in Mrs. Haskin's
freezer?

What is your dor m like?

What are you most looking for war d
to in your upcoming year ?
?Spending more time with my new
friends and going to Florida with my
team in the spring!?

?Small, hot, and very crowded.?
What?s your biggest pet peeve with
your roommate?

Emily McCann graduated from
Hamilton last year as a member of the
class of 2019. While at Hamilton, she
was a part of Varsity Soccer, Varsity
Softball, Language Club, Masquers and
much more. Emily now attends Union
College in Schenectady, NY. Emily
plays for Union?s softball team as a
slapper and is majoring in Biology.

?My roommate Hallie is awesome besides the fact that she's too neat and organized. I'm a pretty messy person so
comparing our sides of the room always
stresses me out haha!?
What?s your favor ite food to get at
the dining hall?
?The curly fries for sure.?

What?s your best exper ience at college so far ?

What do you miss most about Hamilton Centr al School?

?My best experience so far is definitely
the Sunday we had a home softball
tournament. We played really well,
and after our games we had a big
barbeque with all of our families and
a lot of food. It was really fun to see
all of our dads grilling together.?

?1) Bill, Stoddard, and Darrow :(

What?s your wor st exper ience?
?With being around people all the
time, it's really easy to get sick. In
week 5 at school, almost my entire
floor (including me), caught what
they call the "freshman plague". This
was during midterms, so we still had
to study and take our tests on very
little sleep. Everyone on our floor
was really miserable.?

What advice do you have for Hamilton students applying to college?
?Apply early decision if you're pretty
sure about where you want to go. This
really makes your senior spring way
less stressful.?

What?s the weir dest exper ience you
have had?
?Adjusting to the coed bathrooms in the
dorms...It's quite a weird experience
every day.?
What?s your favor ite class so far ?
?Biology (bet you didn't see that one
coming Mr. Arquiett)?
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BookReview: ?TheFault
inOur Stars?byJohn
Green
By Emilija Morkevi?ius
?The Fault in Our Stars? by John Green
was published almost seven years ago,
and yet it is still widely read. It is one
of the most loved books of HCS middle
schoolers, but also one of the most
hated.
In a lunchtime study conducted by
Emilija Morkevicius, it was revealed
that about 47% of middle schoolers
who had read the book loved it, while
52% loathed it deeply. This statistic
shows that ?The Fault in Our Stars? is
one of the most controversial books
read by the public at Hamilton. In fact,
if readers were to realize this conflict of
opinions, which has been hidden away
from society for this exact purpose, life
as we know it could fall apart. Debates
around the cafeteria would no longer
revolve around whether someone would
eat a rotten banana, but about whether
?The Fault in Our Stars? is a piece of
garbage or the holy grail.
?The Fault in Our Stars? (FIOS) is
about a girl named Hazel who was diagnosed with lung cancer when she was
thirteen. Hazel knows that she will die
young, and is determined to make the
number of people who will grieve for
her as small as possible. However,
when a boy named Augustus Waters enters her life, she cannot resist him.
In my opinion, FIOS is a garbage
book. John Green, who I deeply respect, made an unforgivable mistake
when he based the plot around a cliche:
a person with a disability has no
friends, makes a friend, and then proceeds to have a wonderful life (see
spoiler review).
I went into the novel hearing that it
was a beautiful, life- changing book.
However, after I read it, I shrugged it
off. It was simply average and nothing
too special. If there are any eager
beavers are out there looking for a book
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to read, I would recommend FIOS,
even if it isn?t good. As long as you
don?t expect anything, it will be nice. It
is pretty much your everyday, stereotypical teenage romance novel. As I
mentioned earlier, some readers love
the book, and that just may be you!
Spoiler review: Alright. If you?ve read
the book, or just wanted to read the
spoilers, I must admit that I lied. Hazel
does not really live a wonderful life.
Augustus dies. This may seem like a
plot twist to FIOS lovers, but this was
completely predictable. She has one
love interest, one friend, and he dies.
The whole thing was just a ploy by
John Green to get readers to cry, thus
making their love for the book grow.
Another detail that is utterly ignored is

the fact that Augustus gives away his
wish for Hazel. Who in their right mind
would do that? It may appear that he
did it because he loved Hazel so much,
but honestly, if he really loved her, he
would have chosen a more romantic location.
Finally, the whole ?when you were
dying, I wanted to tell you that I was
dying? was completely ridiculous. If
Hazel did die, which she didn?t, she
probably wouldn?t be worrying about
Augustus?life expectancy right away. It
was as if Augustus wanted her to be
sorry for him. This shows that Augustus
is selfish, and while his girlfriend was
on her deathbed (sort of), the only thing
he thought about was himself. This concludes the spoiler review.
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Artist of theWeek:
ReaganToomath,
Sophomore
By Ian Wilson
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Class: Studio 2
What is your favor ite medium? Digital art
Have you exhibited your ar t in the
past? Only in school
Do you plan to pur sue ar t in your future? I hope to work in character design at a leading animation studio.

ThisWeekInHistory:
By Ian Wilson
October 28
312 CE: Roman Emperor Constantine
defeats Maxentius at the Battle of the
Milvian Bridge, retaking control of the
western half of the empire. The events of
this battle led to Constantine?s
conversion to Christianity, which
subsequently became the dominant
religion in the western world.
October 29
539 BCE: The Jewish people are
released from bondage in Babylon by
Cyrus The Great of Persia. This led to
the recreation of the Temple of
Jerusalem.
October 30
1485: Henry Tudor, father of King
Henry VIII, is crowned King Henry VII
of England. This ended the War of the
Roses, the famous dynastic struggle that
HBO?s Game Of Thrones is loosely
based upon.
October 31
1864: Nevada becomes the 36th state of
the United States of America.
November 1
1932: Werner von Braun becomes the
head of the German liquid-fuel rocket
program. After WWII, von Braun was
recruited by the US, and was critical in
the development of rocket technology
for the Space Race.
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Wheelsof theWeek:
AnnikaGoeller
By An Xin Zheng
For this week?s edition of Wheels of
the week, we will be looking at
Annika?s 2011 Ford Fusion.
The Ford Fusion comes with a diverse
selection of engines including the 3.5
litre, 3.0 litre V6 and the 2.5 litre inline
four. The inline four came with 175
horsepower and an option of a six
speed manual or automatic. The 3.0 V6
made 240 horsepower, while the 3.5
litre V6 made 263 horsepower, but
these engines only come with the six
speed automatic transmissions. These
options provided great gas mileage: 23
miles per gallon in the city and 33
miles per gallon on a highway.
This car has a very sleek, curvy, and
sporty appearance. It also comes with
fog lights and a large silver front grill,
which makes it very classy and
expensive looking.
The Ford Fusion has a very nice
interior -- the best feature of this car.
The interior has leather door cards, a
soft touch plastic dash, silver accents,
supportive seats for confident driving,
and the best technology of its time
including bluetooth controls from the
factory and many other radio related
features.
The car also comes with a big trunk
space that makes it competitive with
vehicles like the Honda Civic, Toyota
Corolla, and Camry. It has electronic
stability control and a nicely weighted
steering wheel which adds to the
comfort of the cabin while traversing
rough roads, speed bumps, or potholes.
Overall, this is a great drive for
buyers who want a luxurious car
without spending a lot of money on
other brands like Mercedes, BMW, or
Lexus. It also works well for a person
like Addison who wants great fuel
economy but hates the cheap interiors
of Japanese economy cars.
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CrossCountryLookingto
MakeStates
By Skye Helfant
Coached by Rick ?the Speedster?
Hanson, the Hamilton cross country
team has achieved great success this
year. Realizing it?s his last chance to
impose his regiment on the team, Hanson has drastically increased the team?s
weekly mileage. In past years, four to
five miles were seen as the apex of
cross country difficulty. This year, however, upwards of seven miles per practice has become quite regular. Through
the new training and the student?s hard
work, everyone on the team of over 20
members has become substantially
faster. In smaller meets, Hamilton
stomps other schools, both in modified
and varsity; at the end of the modified
season we were ranked as the fourth
fastest school in our division. Two of
the varsity runners even made it onto
the New York State leaderboards, with
Skye Helfant placing 60th in class D
(having dropped 52 places due to lack
of training and effort) and Caitlyn
Acompora standing at 7th in the same
Division (due to cheating and cutting
corners). Molly Stahl and Ian Wilson,
the two seniors on the team, have been
a joy to run with. They bring a cheerful
atmosphere to the grind of moving your
legs back and forth. Being the longest
lasting sport, Cross country still has another major race next Saturday: Sectionals. At this race, Logan ?The LogDawg? ?Chump? Macpherson is looking to drop three seconds and break 20
minutes for the 5K and Caitlyn Acompora hopes to place in the top three and
go to States. Koy Robbins is pumped to
finally be done with the season, and
Skye Helfant cannot wait to assert dominance over Morrisville trackstar Peyton Hersh one more time before the
spring. The seniors, having been given
easy training due to favoritism and seniority, are looking to have a good time
at their final event. Hoping to end the
season with a bang, Coach Hanson believes that he will be receiving the

?Coach of the Year Award? (although
no sources have confirmed this to be
the case). However, many students believe this feat possible if Hanson can
translate his cross country coaching

success onto the track for his last year.
Wish the runners luck for Saturday, although only seven of the eight will need
it!

Hami l ton's
f ootbal l pl ayers
tak e on Beav er
Ri v er at 6pm
toni gh t!
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T he E mer ald P r ess

LI P SYNC BA TTLE
NOV EM BER 22nd!
Start pl anni ng your
acts today!

The Emer ald
Pr ess want s
w r it er s f r om
Middle School!
See Ms. Jer ome
or EP St af f if
int er est ed.

Ear ly Act ion and
Language
Ear ly Decision
Cl ub
applicat ions due f undrai ser $
due today!
T ODAY! If you
Pl ease h and
haven't t ur ned in i n order f orms
a gr een sheet , it 's and $ to M s.
K i ng
t oo lat e.
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Games

D2

Wh at's th e best th i ng to f i nd i n your candy bask et on Hal l ow een?
Rank them 1-14 and compare with friends!
___ Twix
___ Snickers
___ Hershey's
___ Candy Corn
___ Butterfingers
___ Milky Way
___ Three Musketeers
___ Starburst
___ Jolly Rancher
___ Apples and raisins
___ M&M's
___ Sour Patch Kids
___ Jelly Beans
___ Lollipops
___ Reece's

Hangman

Quest ion of t he Week
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D3

"Jump Scares"
~ Will Penoyer & Bryce Wright

Seeing your friends while
out trick or treating ~
Adriana Catania

What 's t he wor st
par t about
Halloween?
by EP Staff

"Getting rocks instead of
candy" ~ Liam Rogers

"Picking a costume" ~
Chloe LaFrance

"Whoppers" ~ Andrew
Holm

"Having school the next
day" ~ Fatemah Rosbrook

"Having to walk so much"
~ Molly Newman

