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PromHappening!
by Dora Ammerman

Though the end of the year is near,
prom is most definitely happening
here! Despite the arrival of senioritis
(or senior slump), prom is here to
brighten the mood.
The dance will take place on June 5th
from 7-9 pm. Sign-up sheets will be
available soon, so make sure to see the
junior class at lunch to ask for more
information.
Junior Brooke Speer stated earlier,
"Each group can have up to but no
more than 10 people per group and
that is who you can go to prom with,
dance with, be within 3ft from."
Unfortunately, Prom will be limited to
solely upperclassmen, and students
from other schools will not be allowed
to come.
"It will be a great time and I think
everyone should attend," Senior Class
Treasurer Brice Sharp-Ballinger says.
Further details will be revealed
shortly, so support the junior class and
come to prom. Make sure to bring
some friends and dancing shoes!

(Pictured above is a classic boutonniere)

APExamSchedule
May 10th Monday 8:00am World
History May 18th Tuesday 11:30am
English Literature
May 19th Wednesday 11:30am US
History
May 20th Thursday 11:30am World
History
May 24th Monday 8:00 am Calculus
May 25th Tuesday 8:00 am
Chemistry
May 25th Tuesday 11:30am Statistics
May 26th Wednesday 11:30am
English Language
May 27th Thursday 11:30am Biology
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CicadaSeasontoCome
By Dora Ammerman

As though the world doesn?t have
enough to cope with, Brood X Periodical Cicadas are on the move to
make the year a bit more exciting.
This year, billions of cicadas will
take over the trees of 15 main states
across the East Coast to the Midwest.
The last time these periodical cicadas
appeared was 17 years ago when
George Bush was president and
Friends had aired their final episode.
Since that time, cicadas have
changed along with climate change
and will be very different now from
what they used to be.
Cicadas are a superfamily, part of the
Cicadoidea which are in close relation to other jumping insects such as
grasshoppers. These hard shelled
creatures have large wings and short
antennae with bulging wide set eyes.
The rustling of their wings is very
loud, which is how they can be easily
recognized. Their infrequent appearance enables their survival and cicadas have been around for centuries,
having been mentioned in Homer?s
Illiad and in art during the Chinese
Dynasty.
This year, Brood X will be appearing, and according to NPR, it is one
of the largest groups of cicadas in the
world. For the cicadas to emerge, the
ground will need to be 64 degrees
and rainfall will speed this process
up. Cicadas have been spending
weeks upon weeks, digging tunnels
to exit at just the right time. While
annual cicadas appear each summer,

periodical cicadas live the majority
of their lives underground, feeding
on sap from tree roots. Once they
emerge, they will arrive as a mass.
The brood only comes up from the
ground to reproduce and so even
when predators catch large amounts
of them, there are still plenty left to
lay eggs.
The cicadas are expected to arrive in
mid to late May and most are not
looking forward to it, but for entomologists and scientists in general,
this is a rare moment of nature to
witness.

(Pictured above and below are cicadas. Below is a
cicada in an ancient Chinese tapestry.)
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Disaster inIsrael
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still working to identify remains.
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By Ben Pollock

A stampede, of which the exact
cause is still unknown, at a religious
festival in Israel left at least 45 dead
and 150 hospitalized. Of the hospitalized individuals, at least 6 are in
critical condition. The event was organized in celebration of a secondcentury rabbi and unfortunately was
severely overcrowded. The festival,
which drew around 100,000 people,
took place on Mount Meron in a
stadium-style area.
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As previously mentioned, the exact
cause of the stampede is still unknown, and, according to people in
attendance of the festival, the flow
of the crowd was going smoothly
until ?suddenly everything stopped.?
Due to the sudden bunch up of people, individuals began toppling over
and getting crushed by those around
them. Supposedly the path on which
they were walking was slippery,
which lead to forward momentum
preventing the crowd from stopping
in a controlled manner.
Other attendees of the event are
placing some of the blame on the
police force, which blocked the
crowd from continuing to advance.
This, in addition to the slippery surface they were on, exponentially increased the number of people injured
and killed. The exact causes of this
disaster are still unknown, but Israel?s prime minister has called it
?one of the worst disasters? in Israel?s history. Israeli authorities are
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EPStaff College
Decisions!
By Ben Coddington

I would say it has been a tough year
for everyone, but I would also say
that one of the demographics it has
been the toughest on is high school
seniors. After a very, VERY, long
and stressful year, the HCS seniors
finally have decided where they will
be attending college. Over the past
year our seniors have been diligently
researching the colleges they were
interested in, filling out their common applications, and writing their
college essays, among other things.
Many even had to reach their decision without ever setting foot on the
campus they will be attending in the
fall due to restrictions caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic, which caused
even more stress. Thankfully, after
lots of hard work and dedication, the
seniors are finally done and they
could not be more relieved. Therefore, let's take a closer look at where
your favorite seniors from the
Emerald Press staff will be attending
school in the fall.
Dor a Ammer man - M ount
Holyoke College
Mount Holyoke College is a private
liberal arts women's college in South
Hadley, Massachusetts. It is the oldest member of a group known as the
Seven Sisters colleges, which is a set
of elite women's colleges in the
Northeast. Dora plans to double major in International Relations and
Foreign Language.
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Ben Coddington - Colgate
Univer sity
Colgate University is among the
most selective liberal arts institutions in the country and is consistently ranked as one of the most
beautiful campuses in the nation due
its beautiful hillside location next to
a lake. I plan to major in Film and
Media Studies.
Henr y Crespi and Br ice Shar pBallinger - Univer sity of Rochester

Colgate University (Above)

The University of Rochester is a
private university in Rochester, New
York and is one of the top research
institutions in the nation. That?s
right, this dynamic duo will be attending the same university! Henry
plans to major in Japanese language
and culture while Brice plans to major in Economics.
Ella K enyon - L afayette College

University of Rochester (Above)

Lafayette College is a private liberal
arts college based in Easton, Pennsylvania and is among the most selective liberal arts institutions in the
country. Ella is undecided in her
major.
Ben Pollock - Boston Univer sity
Boston University is a private research university in Boston, Massachusetts and is one of the top research institutions in the nation. Ben
is undecided in his major.

Mount Holyoke College (Above)

Lafayette College (Above)

Boston University (Above)
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What'stheBiggest
Organism?
By Henry Crespi
In the the vast and mysterious world
of biology hides the most colossal
organisms, which aren't what you
would think. Most think of an organism as a single living thing or
something that couldn?t function if
split in half. These definitions are
much the same as those created by
biologists over the years, but truly
defining an organism isn?t as simple
as that. The definition of an organism is still under debate even today.
The most plausible recent definition
was made by evolutionary biologists
David Queller and Joan Strassmann
which states, ?It?s parts work together for the benefit of the integrated whole, with high cooperation
and low conflict.? Basically summarizing organisms as things that
are made up of smaller parts that all
work together, like our cells. With
this definition we can call a beehive
an organism as the bees work together for the benefit of the whole
that is the hive.
With this definition in mind, what
really is the biggest organism?
You?re first guess might be the
largest member of the animal kingdom. Weighing in at 150 tons and
measuring up to 25 meters in length,
the blue whale is the biggest we
have to think of. But if we take a
look at the plant kingdom we find
they have their own goliath. It?s
name is Pando, a single Quaking
Aspen tree that?s taken over the

A4

Fishlake National Forest. Pando disguises itself as a forest of normal
sized trees, but in fact is a single organism made up of 47,000 stems
that grew from one single seed long
long ago. But there?s still one more
organism that trumps even Pando
and it lives in the vast forests of
Oregon. This monstrosity weighs
about 35,000 tons, the equivalent of
3,000 fire trucks. You?ve definitely
heard of this organism because it?s a
fungus. Honey Fungus to be precise.
Back in 1998 a team was sent out by
the US Forest Service to investigate
why so many trees were dying in the
Malheur National Forest. They
found that it was all one type of
Honey Fungus. This doesn?t sound
too scary until you find out that
Honey Fungus can identify and connect with each other. The team sampled a bunch of trees and tested in a
lab to see if the fungus on them
would connect and indicate the possible size of the fungal body. The
team found that 61 of the trees,
some being as far apart as 4 km,
were taken down by the same organism. With their research it was
calculated that this single organism
covered an area of 10 square km and
could be more than 8,000 years old.

(Pictured above is "'Pando'', in FishLake National Forest, Oregon)

Maybe there are still larger organisms out there to be found but for
right now it?s not a blue whale or a
towering redwood that claims the
crown of largest organism. Instead
it?s a deceivingly small, but illusive
Honey Fungus.
(Pictured above is Honey Fungus)
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Habitsfor Students
By Ben Pollock
Habits are one of the most important
aspects of an individual?s life.
Good? or bad? habits can make or
break your productivity and greatly
impact your overall quality of life.
Every time you spend an hour endlessly scrolling through social media
apps instead of studying, you?re
making it more and more likely
you?ll repeat this unproductive behavior in the future. On the other
hand, if you tell yourself ?Every
time I want to browse social media,
I?ll study for five minutes,? you?re
reinforcing a healthy balance between social life and academics. As
a student, having at least a small
repertoire of good habits can drastically improve your grades and, most
importantly, prepare you for life beyond school. It?s safe to say that
everyone already knows that good
habits are, well, good? but what
exactly makes one good, and how
do you maintain them?
Before you can identify good habits,
you must first fully understand what
a habit is. On its own, a habit is neither good nor bad, it is simply a behavior or routine you do subconsciously? something you have automated! When you have a small
beneficial behavior or task automated, you no longer need to make
it the center of your focus, and you
can instead save brainpower for
more difficult tasks. When you?re
trying to decide if a specific habit is
good or bad, think about it from the
perspective of yourself five years

B1

from now. Say, for example, you
want to automate drinking an 8oz
glass of water every morning. At
first, this may seem like a tedious
chore, but five years from now
you?ll be thanking yourself when
you rarely get headaches, have
clearer skin, and generally feel better. On the other end of the spectrum, what if you spend hours a day
scrolling through your FYP on Instagram or TikTok. In the moment it
feels satisfying, but five years from
now you?ll be struggling to balance
work and school with your unhealthy attachment to social media.
Think about your behaviors as a
kind of voting system. In the words
of James Clear, the author of Atomic
Habits, "Every action you take is a
vote for the type of person you wish
to become." For students in particular, the best actions to vote for are
related to studying, mental health,
and time management.

school, free time, and my
social life on a given day
The aforementioned ideas are, of
course, just suggestions. Maybe instead of studying every night, you
will simply leave your textbook
open on your desk every day (a constant reminder to read it,) or maybe
instead of meditating, you will keep
a daily reflection journal to track
how you?re feeling. The choice is
totally up to you, but the important
thing is to set a plan and actually
follow it. It?s incredibly easy to tell
yourself that you?re going to improve your life, it?s much harder to
put those thoughts into actions?
just look at most New Year's resolutions. Try and make a list of habits
you want to follow? or break? and
keep a tally of every time you do
that habit. At first it will feel super
tedious, but eventually it will become automated.

Every person is different and may
have different things that work best
for them, but here are some general
templates for habits you should start
forming:
1. When a test is announced, I
will begin studying at least
20 minutes every night until
the exam has passed
2. In order to keep my mental
health in good shape, I will
allocate 10 minutes every
night to meditate
3. In order to make my time
management skills better, I
will start setting reminders
for assignments and try to
plan how I will balance

(Pictured above is an incredible
book for anyone looking to take
habit-forming seriously! This is the
book from which the ideas in this
article are inspired.)
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TheFalconandtheWinter Soldier TVReview
By Ben Coddington

The Falcon and the Winter Soldier
offers some good, albeit not entirely
fleshed out, ideas in its (mostly) entertaining six-episode run, despite
falling flat in its finale. It is the
newest edition to the ever-growing
Marvel Cinematic Universe and the
second Marvel TV show to land on
Disney+. Similar to its sister show,
WandaVision, it explores the aftermath of the events of Avengers:
Endgame. Unlike WandaVision, The
Falcon and the Winter Soldier is
much more straightforward in its
storytelling methods and offers
fewer twists and turns. That is not
necessarily a bad thing, but if you
were expecting a mind-bending
show this is certainly not it. However, if you are looking for the runof-the-mill, standard Marvel movie
chopped into six-hour-long
episodes, then this one is definitely
the place to be. That is not to say
that the show does not at least try to
be something more than the standard Marvel experience, it does
touch on the controversial topic of
racism as well as exploring issues of
responsibility and legacy, however,
it is often undermined by an excess
of thinly explored storylines.
Anthony Mackie and Sebastian Stan
star in the show as Sam Wilson and
Bucky Barnes a.k.a The Falcon and
the Winter Soldier. The show picks
up with Sam Wilson dealing with a
conflict within him: following in the
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footsteps of Steve Rogers (Captain
America). Steve was his friend
whose final act in Avengers:
Endgame was passing the Captain
America shield onto him. Sam is
struggling with this massive decision because for him, being a black
man, to take on that role would be
as if he were now supporting and
representing a country that has never
been able to admit to its systematic
racism. Feeling as though he cannot
take up the mantle of Captain
America, Sam gives up the shield to
the U.S. government at the beginning of the series.
However, Sam Wilson quickly realizes this was a mistake on his part
because by the end of the first
episode we see that the government
has already named their own, new
Captain America, played by Wyatt
Russell. The new ?Cap? is named
John Walker and he is everything
Captain America should not be:
cocky, arrogant, and overly aggressive. Walker?s existence is a continuous source of tension, both in the
way that his exploits disrespect the
legacy of Steve Rogers, and how he
is a constant reminder that Sam
should be the one carrying the red,
white, and blue shield. His character
was the most interesting for me in
the series because with each episode
I was apprehensive as to what he
would do next as his power-hungry
ambitions caused him to do darker
and darker things. His dark nature
eventually leads to him delivering
one of the series's most astonishing
and important scenes, however by
the time the finale rolls around, it all
ends up leading to a lazy, anticli-

mactic, and underdeveloped conclusion for his character.
Despite being sidelined for the Captain America legacy plot more than I
would have expected (or liked),
Bucky Barnes is still along for the
ride. From the start of the series, we
see that he is struggling internally
with his past, and scenes in the series tackle him righting wrongs for
the damage he caused in his former
life as a Hydra hitman. However,
unfortunately, there are not as many
of these segments as I would have
hoped, despite the series premiere
being packed full of them.
Bucky?s character really begins to
shine once the character of Baron
Zemo, played by Daniel Brühl, is
reintroduced into the MCU through
this show. Zemo was the main villain in 2016?s Captain America:
Civil War which leads to their dynamic being similar to that of Hannibal Lector and Clarice Starling as
he must work with a villain to gain
information and stop a new threat.
That new threat being a terrorist organization called The Flag Smashers, who despite being the main villainous threat in this series, happens
to be the weakest part. Their leader,
Karli Morgenthau, played by Erin
Kellyman, is fighting for better
treatment for her people from governments around the world after the
?Blip? brought back half of all life
on Earth that perished in Avengers:
Infinity War.

Continued on the next page...
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Continued...
The writers of the show certainly
laid the groundwork for her to be an
interesting character, however, they
unfortunately fail to flesh her out
which leads to yet another unsatisfying and weak conclusion for a
character in this show.
Despite failing to complete multiple
character arcs in a satisfactory ways
and many plotlines thinly fulfilling
the payoffs they promised, The Falcon and the Winter Soldier does offer some good commentary on systematic racism, responsibility, and
legacy while still never failing to be
entertaining. Therefore, it is a fine
addition to the MCU catalog and a
worthy continuation of both Sam
Wilson?s and Bucky Barnes?stories.
The Emerald Press official score for
The Falcon and the Winter Soldier
is 8/10
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Mother'sDayGuide
By Brice Sharp-Ballinger
It?s the Friday before Mother?s Day,
I?m sure many of you are currently
scrambling around town trying to
find the perfect gift for one of the
most influential people in your life.
However, there is no need to worry.
In this article, I will be giving three
suggestions for things that you can
do or gifts you can give to make
sure that your mom knows she is
important to you.
The most important part of Mother?s
Day is making sure that your mom
can sleep in if she would like to. If
that means that you need to leave
the house early to make sure you
aren?t disrupting her, that?s what you
should do. It also allows you to go
buy flowers while she is still asleep
so that you can surprise her with
them.
Another important part of Mother?s
Day is making breakfast. I would
recommend asking your mom what
she would like to eat for breakfast
the night before so that you can figure out what you are going to make
in advance. While this may ruin the
surprise it will ensure that she will
awaken to a breakfast she will love,
and it will make her day that much
better! (Pro tip: Don?t forget to
make coffee!)

Anthony Mackie (The Falcon)
(Above)

The final step for ensuring that she
has a great day is dinner and getting
her a gift. In my experience, the best
things to get for Mother?s Day are
things that you know they will use.
My personal favorites are gift cards,
or snacks with a card. Luckily these
are all things that you can find in

town, so if you are stressing over
what you will get her you still have
time. Also, there is no need to worry
about the card too much, you can either hand-make one or find one at a
store, whichever you prefer. In terms
of dinner what is important is that
you are getting her whatever she
would like, even if it means driving
to another town. Additionally, make
sure that your mom does not have to
help with cleaning up after dinner,
you want her to be able to spend the
evening relaxing so that she feels
prepared for the following Monday.
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Senior Spotlight: Lauren
Rodriguez

Holiday: Cinco De M ayo

By Ella Kenyon

Game: Drink: M ountain Dew

Lauren Rodriguez was born on October 3rd, 2003 to parents Kristina
and Jorge Rodriguez. A proud
emerald knight, Lauren has attended
HCS for six years, after moving
from Sherburne Earlville. Lauren is
also a multi-sport athlete, participating in varsity soccer and softball.
On top of that she participates in
NHS, SADD, Language Club, Student Council, and Captain's
Council.

Questions:

Favorites Movie: The Lion King
TV show: The Black List
Character: Thumper

Class: Study Hall
Number: 3

If you could bring one thing to a
deserted island what would it be?
M y Phone
What is your biggest Pet Peeve?
People chewing with their mouths
open
If you could talk to any person from
history, who would it be?
Hellen K eller
If you had three wishes from a genie, what would they be?
1. M ore wishes
2. Unlimited money
3. Be famous

Book: N/A

If you could travel anywhere in the
world where would it be?

Song: ?I want it That Way?

Dubai

Place: Jamaica
Condiment: M ayo
Season: Summer

If you could have one superpower
what would it be?

Color: Green

Super Speed

Sport: Soccer
Instrument: Clar inet

What do you prefer?

Music Artist: Br uno M ar s

Dogs or Cats - Both

Actor: Rober t Downey Jr.

Netflix or YouTube - Netflix

Ice Cream: M int Chocolate Chip

Nike or Adidas - Nike

Phrase: " Fam"

Slices or Oliveri?s - Slices

Store: Nike

Coke or Pepsi - Coke

Website: www.webkinz.com

Passenger or driver - Passenger

Article of Clothing: Sweatpants
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Kickit Out
By Ella Kenyon

Beginning on April 30th, men
and women?s professional soccer
teams throughout England participated in a social media blackout, in response to increasing
online bullying and racism. This
protest mainly included the social media apps Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook. The movement has since been named
?Kick it Out,? and lasted for four
days straight. Players are now
focused on new goals, with intentions of getting big tech industries to do more to address
this issue.
This protest was sparked in
March when Thierry Henry, a
former striker for Arsenal
deleted all of his social media
accounts to protest online racism
and bullying of black players and
the media?s lack of action. Henry
stated, ?People would like to
know why, and they wanted to
know why. But in the aftermath
of it, there was a little period
where I was like, ?Well, it?s kind
of a shame that people are not
reacting.??
From the players themselves,
celebrities, and even Prince
William, thousands have taken
part in this movement. The Duke
of Cambridge issued a statement,
?As President of the FA I join the
entire football community in the
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social media boycott this weekend.? Further proving the capacity of this protest.
A spokesperson for Facebook
told CNN, ?We share the goal of
tackling it and holding people
who share it accountable. We do
this by taking action on content
and accounts that break our rules
and cooperating with law enforcement when we receive a
valid legal request. We?re committed to fighting hate and
racism on our platform, but we
also know these problems are
bigger than us, so we look forward to continuing our work
with industry partners to tackle
the issue ? both on and offline.?
In response, Henry stated that
continuing the conversation
alone was not enough, he says,
?We have so many, so many discussions, I just want action. That
is it. What are we going to talk
about? Telling me what [statement] you just put out recently?
What?s it going to be: a discussion, by the way, or are you just
going to tell me what was going
to happen??
As the silence on social platforms comes to a close, English
soccer teams and organizations
are hopeful that the boycott not
only continues the conversation,
but contributes to the larger
movement to combat the racially
motivated internet abuse.
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CRecipe: BaconLettuce
Tomatobut Quirky
By Henry Crespi
1 Serving
Ingredients:
? of a stick of butter
2 Slices of your favorite bread
A Generous handful of lettuce
2-3 eggs depending on size
2-4 tomato slices depending on
preference
A small handful of ham cubes
1 tbsp of mayonnaise (Optional)
Cooking oil/nonstick cooking spray
Procedure:
Cut the butter into 2 slices and
spread on both sides of the bread
pieces.
Crack your eggs into a mixing bowl
and whisk until well combined. Get a
nonstick pan and add your cooking
oil/nonstick cooking spray. Put on
medium high heat and add the egg
mixture in. Let the eggs begin to
cook on the bottom of the pan and
then add your ham cubes. After
cooking for a bit longer flip the eggs
over with a spatula. Repeat this
process until the eggs are fully
cooked. Take out of the pan and set
to the side.
Put your buttered bread slices on the
pan and toast until golden crisp. Turn
off the heat and start plating.
Place your bread on a plate then
layer eggs, tomato slices, lettuce,
and mayo if preferred.
Serve!
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, Valentine's Day

The Emer ald Pr ess
Please let us or Ms.
Jer ome k now if you
would like t o w r it e for
t he EP next year ! We
ar e always look ing for
new r epor t er s!
-The EP

Lunch Menu and Color ing
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Coloring:
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"Swimming and tanning"
- Lauren Rodriguez
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"Potentially getting signed to 100T
due to my amazing gamer skills"
- Logan "Lo_Mac" MacPhearson

"Do things with friends without having to
worry about covid because my friends and I
are vaccinated." - Michael Mansfield

What ar e you
look ing for war d
t o most about
Summer ?
By Brice Sharp-Ballinger
"Hopefully being able to have
people over"

(Photos provided by respondents)

"Volleyball"
- Henry Crespi

- Keaton Fravil

"My brother leaving"

"Hanging out outside"

- Evan Sharp-Ballinger

- Dora Ammerman

"More time for YouTube, reading
books, and hanging out with friends"
- Aidan Helfant

