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Right before heading outside for June
Jam, May Jam but in June, we had our
annual yearbook dedication reveal
featuring this year's journalism
representatives, John Dudrick, Ashlee
Vancourt, and Kirin Tehan. This year,
the yearbook was dedicated to Mrs.
Barbara Orth. At the end of this year
Mrs. Orth will be retiring following
almost eleven years of teaching at
HCS. Mrs. Orth teaches Regents Earth
Science and middle school science,
which means that almost every single
student has been in her class at some
point during their time at HCS. Mrs.
Orth can also often be spotted at HCS
sporting events, showing that the
relationships she forms with her
students extend past the classroom. As
a teacher, her lectures were never
boring, she always had exciting new
stories to tell before getting into the
lesson. Sometimes, the lessons that
Mrs. Orth would teach would stray
from Earth Science and students
would gain knowledge of things such
as why not to stick pencils into bunsen
burners because of what happened
back in Virginia.
The HCS community will miss you
Mrs. Orth!
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InterviewwithMrs.
Hanson
by Ben Pollock
It is with a heavy heart that I write that
beloved HCS teacher Mrs. Hanson will
be retiring after this school year?s conclusion. Mrs Hanson has taught at
Hamilton for 33 years, and has taught
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th grade
throughout her teaching career.
In this final addition of the 20/21 school
year?s Emerald Press, we decided to
conduct short interviews with all of the
retiring teachers. Without further ado,
here are the questions I asked along
with Mrs. Hanson?s wonderful answers:
What is your favor ite HCS memor y?
"Probably the fun things the faculty has
done together. I find it very important
to build relationships with other teachers. I loved the talent shows and
fundraisers, really anything that helped
me build a relationship with my community. A more specific thing is the
Flat Stanley project I used to do in 2nd
grade. The kids always looked forward
to it and it was very fun, especially the
celebration at the end."
What will you miss most about HCS?
"I will definitely miss the people I have
worked with. I have made some great
lifelong friends. Most of all, I?ll miss
spending time with the kids all day, being a part of their education and seeing
them grow. I have to say, in all of my
years of teaching, you can plan and
plan and plan, but no two days will ever
be the same. "
What will you miss the least about
HCS?
"I will miss meetings and doing the paperwork the least. Anything that takes
me away from the kids really. Another

thing I won?t miss is the fall festival
parade. I always felt a lot of unwanted
pressure, as I don't like standing in front
of a crowd, so the parade was certainly
not one of my favorite days. I also don?t
think I?ll miss open houses. I can stand
and talk to kids all day long, but I feel
less comfortable speaking in front of a
lot of adults."
What advice do you have for your
replacement?
"I already know the teacher who is replacing me, and she is an outstanding
teacher. I really don?t think there is any
advice I can give her, she?ll do a great
job."
What was your favor ite cour se or
gr ade level?
"Every time I was preparing to teach a
new grade, I worried that it would be
harder than the one I was always teaching. In the end, I always found myself
liking whatever grade or course I was
teaching. I always said that my favorite
grade to teach was the one I was teaching at the time. "
Do you have any weir d/str ange/funny
memor ies from your time at HCS?
"When I was teaching 4th grade, there
was a student that asked if they could
bring in a snake to school that they had
caught at their house. I don?t have a
problem with snakes or anything, so I
said sure. His dad came to school with
him, carrying a five gallon bucket that
held a huge corn snake. There was another time, on the first day of a school
year, that both Mr Hanson and I overslept. We live in Cazenovia, so it wasn?t
a quick drive like some people have.
We both ran to school and luckily made
it only five minutes late, but the rush
was very scary."
What are you looking for war d to
most about retirement?
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"Being able to go on vacations and visit
family when it isn?t just a school vacation. So many vacations were limited to
February break or Thanksgiving break,
so it was always an incredibly busy
time to travel. I look forward to having
the freedom to visit family whenever I
want."
Do you have any maj or changes
planned in your life?
"We actually already have a place
booked for six weeks. This is the
longest vacation I?ll have ever gone on,
and it?s in North Carolina so the
weather will be really nice. I also look
forward to being able to just sit down
and drink my coffee. I?m used to carrying my mug around with me in the
classroom and never actually taking a
sip. Additionally, being able to conveniently fit a daily exercise routine into
my schedule is something I?m excited
for."
Do you plan on remaining active in a
school community after retirement?
"If needed, I will be happy to substitute.
I certainly wouldn?t mind popping in
and volunteering in classes occasionally. It will give me a great chance to
visit the people I?ve worked with and
the students I?ve taught."
What is your favor ite restaur ant?
"I would say the Hamilton Inn or
Michael?s. "
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InterviewwithMrs. Orth
by Henry Crespi
As time passes, people come and go.
Today I have the honor of interviewing
HCS's beloved Earth Science middle
school teacher, Mrs. Orth. Join me in a
farewell to Mrs. Orth as she's retiring
this year.
What is your favor ite HCS memor y?
When Mrs. Shall and I were in the
school musical. That was awesome, that
was pretty fun.
What will you miss most about HCS?
The students and the other teachers, but
the students for sure. I?m really looking
forward to seeing people out in the
community like Kirin and Ashlee going
to Caz, so I can have lunch with them
sometime. I can even get dog food from
John Platt. The biggest part of my job is
developing relationships with my
students.
What will you miss the least about
HCS?
Driving into work on a lousy snowy
day. White knuckling it over Hamilton
hill, oh man.
What advice do you have for your
replacement?
Have fun, have fun! Science is messy,
but science should be fun. When I first
started teaching here I had only taught
seniors and at the college level and it
took me several years to make everything hands on and fun. We do spaghetti
towers, spit into test tubes to make
DNA necklaces, and so many other
things. Making it fun is fun for the kids
and the teachers.
What was your favor ite cour se or
gr ade level?
I think 7th grade and the reason I say
that is because 7th grade is the first year
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kids have a class solely dedicated just
to science with labs. I have all the
equipment to do genuine lab activities.
Do you have any
weir d/str ange/funny memor ies from
your time at HCS?
This year there was a barbie doll hanging from my window going up and
down. There?s also deer mating outside
my window. The kids say they?re playing, but I'm not too sure about that.
There was one year where we were doing a lab with salt and unbeknownst to
me a kid got a nose bleed from snorting
the salt. It?s always interesting to see
kids slipping on the sweaty floors as
well.
What are you looking for war d to
most about retirement?
Traveling with my mom, spending time
with my mom. She?s 90 years old and
she loves to travel. So definitely spending time with my mom.
Do you have any maj or changes
planned in your life?
Stay up later at night. Not have to go to
bed by 9 o?clock, stay up later. For sure.
Do you plan on remaining active in a
school community after retirement?
Yes of course!
Favor ite restaur ant.
Ray brother?s BBQ, their BBQ nachos
are my favorite central New york food
by far. I could eat a bathtub full of their
nachos.
M r s. Or th shoutout:
Mrs. Haskins and I are planning on going to Sicily and climbing Mount Etna.
We also plan to climb every peak in
New York. Mrs. Haskins and I are going to hike the world.

(Pictured above: Mrs. Orth)
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InterviewwithMrs.
Rowland
By Brice Sharp-Ballinger
Mrs. Rowland has become a revered
teacher within the HCS Community
during the time she spent here. It is
with great sadness that we wave
farewell as she retires this year. To
commemorate the incredible positive impact that she has had on our
community we interviewed her one
last time before her retirement.
What is your favor ite HCS
memor y?
"That is a tough one because there
are a lot of memories. I think my favorite memory is getting the teaching position here. When I was notified I had to put the phone down and
go into another room to jump up and
down before getting back on the
phone. I could not contain my excitement."
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other one is to borrow ideas and add
your own flair. Concerning students,
fair is not always equal."
What was your favor ite cour se or
gr ade level?
"I have taught 4th and 5th and two
favorite subjects come to mind,
math and New York/ US history. I
love learning how we came to be
where we are at this time in history."
Do you have any
weir d/str ange/funny memor ies
from your time at HCS?
"The consensus by teachers that
adding the toilet paper limiting
mechanisms to the faculty bathroom
was a bad idea, especially because
teachers are always in a rush to get
back to their work."
What are you looking for war d to
most about retirement?
"I?m looking forward to gardening
and having more time to visit friends
and family."

What will you miss most about
HCS?

Do you have any maj or changes
planned in your life?

"I miss working with Mrs. Follet,
we worked well together and were a
good team. I will also miss the students. I love when they are amazed
at what they learn or what they are
capable of doing, like when they are
amazed at being long division."

"Building a small camp on my
property and remodeling my house."

What will you miss the least about
HCS?

(Pictured above is Mrs. Rowland's
4th grade class of '22)

Do you plan on remaining active
in a school community after
retirement?
"I plan to possibly sub at HCS."
Favor ite restaur ant.
"LES P? TES et LES NOUILLES"

"First semester report cards, budgets, and deadlines. "
What advice do you have for your
replacement?
"First is to develop patience. Also,
look to the masters for advice. An-

(Pictured above is LES P? TES et
LES NOUILLES in Cazenovia)
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InterviewwithMr.
Poznar
By Ben Coddington
Mr. Poznar is a prominent and important member of the HCS Community. He has been not only both a
third grade and fifth grade teacher,
he has also been an HCS Tennis
coach throughout his many years
here. Therefore, it is certainly bittersweet that he will be entering retirement at the end of this year. Below
is a look back at some of Mr. Poznar's best memories from his time
here as well as a little bit about what
he plans to do in the future.
What is your favor ite HCS
memor y?
" Every minute I?ve spent here! "
What will you miss most about
HCS?
" I?ll miss the kids, I?ll miss watching the kids in my grade level grow
up and get to middle school and
high school and watching them succeed, I?ll miss talking with the kids
in the hall, because you know I?ll be
with a bunch of old people now so
it's a lot of fun talking to them, and
I?ll miss my colleagues they're great
this is the best group of people to
work with. "
What will you miss the least about
HCS?
" Getting up early in the morning."
What advice do you have for your
replacement?
" Listen to Mrs. Merrill and go
around and watch other people
teach, there's so many varieties and
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you know there are a bunch of different teachers here and they have
different ways of teaching and listen
to their advice. Yes, listening to
Mrs. Merrill AND Mrs.
Coddington."
What was your favor ite cour se or
gr ade level?
" It was third grade when I was
teaching third grade and it's fifth
grade now that I?m teaching fifth
grade."
Do you have any
weir d/str ange/funny memor ies
from your time at HCS?
" Yes, the first (I was just telling this
to my wife the other day) the first
quarter of my first year here I got
caught speeding, it wasn?t my fault,
I was trying to go around a car and a
police officer caught me, trying to
go around and then over the top of
a hill and I saw something coming
the other way, I didn?t want to freak
them out so I sped up to get around
the car that was parked and the police officer saw me and I had to
write a letter of apology to my parents because I was in the Mid York
Weekly for speeding. And then that
same quarter I forgot to hand out report cards, so I had to drive to
everyone's house to hand out report
cards because I felt so bad. So it was
unfortunate, but I learned my
lessons. "

thinks strange things. I would like to
do painting, like landscape painting,
and I would like to tutor kids and I
would like to get more involved
with some groups working with solar energy that I have been already
working with and I am also looking
forward to coming back and substitute teaching. "
Do you have any maj or changes
planned in your life?
" Yes, I?m going to spend more time
with my puppy-dogs, I?m going to
be the puppy dog dad so I'm going
to be home with them a lot to take
the pressure off my wife who works
at home. She's still going to be
working, and sometimes they're
very crazy. Plus being able to just
you know-do you know Bob Ross?he's one of my heroes, I want to
learn to paint like him."
Do you plan on remaining active
in a school community after
retirement?
" Yep, substitute teaching, tutoring,
and coaching too. I hope to coach
again next year. "
Favor ite restaur ant.
" I like going to Panera?s. In fact, in
retirement I want to be the person
who brings people food at
Panera?s! "

What are you looking for war d to
most about retirement?
" Well I have a lot of things planned,
I would like to do some blog writing, just to get ideas out there and
see if people think the same way I
do or if I?m just some weirdo who

Mr. Poznar (Above)
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InterviewwithMrs.
Follett
By Dora Ammerman
Mrs. Follett, beloved HCS teacher for
the past 32 years, is retiring. Although
we will not be seeing her anymore in
her classroom anymore, she will maintain her status as a proud member of
the HCS community in other ways.
What is your favor ite HCS memor y?
?I could not pinpoint one specific
thing...every picture I look at, I can
take myself back to that year, that activity...One day I may even write a
memoir.?
What will you miss most about
HCS?
?I think again; that centers around the
students. I will miss not having that
classroom family to bring new learning
back to or exciting experiences."
What will you miss the least about
HCS?
?My commute to work. I often wished
I lived closer. I will not miss the hour
to and from work.?
What advice do you have for your
replacement?
?I think it's important, especially in this
day and age, with covid and recovering
from that while returning back to a
sense of normalcy; I think it's going to
be more important than ever to encourage students to do their best and do that
by being creative and being kind and
being silly, having fun, appreciating individual differences, being a model
yourself. Make every student feel like
they matter and celebrate their
strengths and help them grow while
learning from their mistakes.?
What was your favor ite cour se or
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gr ade level?
?Since I've been at Hamilton, I've alwys taught either 3rd or 4th grade.I
loved both of them and I'm sure I
would have thrived in any other grade
level because the important thing to me
would be to be here teaching and helping children learn. So I definitely loved
(about 3rd and 4th grade) that huge
transition from kids being kind of tiny
and dependant, become independant
and deep learners and I think that that
big change in learning is wonderful.?
Do you have any
weir d/str ange/funny memor ies from
your time at HCS?
?Different memories of colleges, students, could definitely make me laugh,
but I'm mostly reminded of the joy I've
had as a teacher here at Hamilton. So
many memories make me smile whenever I look through pictures or files.
Looking back through those, I find
happy memories and memories that
make me cherish the whole, entire
journey that I could once more, write a
memoir on.?
What are you looking for war d to
most about retirement?
?I have to say that I am looking forward to having a little more me
time...being able to travel during the
year like in September, May, or any
other time when the rest of the world is
not on vacation. I'm looking forward to
that and I do love to travel. I enjoy
cooking, but I never feel like I take the
time to really explore in my culinary
ventures so I'm looking forward to that.
I do love the outdoors, so hiking, and
gardening and I hope to golf a little
more to fine-tune that game. Just a little downhill skiing would be nice, so
I'd like to do that sometime on a weekday morning when I won't be so busy!
[I'd like to] catch up on projects or little
things I always say I'd like to do like

things around the house. I love picture
books. I'd love to be the author of one.
I love reading and I love sharing books
with kids. Reading for pleasure would
also be nice. Reading a book for more
than an hour on a winter's day, cover to
cover.?
Do you plan on remaining active in a
school community after retirement?
?I would love to and I signed up to be a
sub. It's frightening to be in my own
classroom, knowing exactly what to
expect and how things will technically
go every day, but I will definitely try
and I think that's very exciting to be
teaching and connected to students and
connected to the learning process. It's
very satisfying and I definitely want to
stay connected to that.?
Favor ite restaur ant.
?I have not been out to eat-to sit in a
restaurant, in a very long time. I can't
wait to do that again because I absolutely love to have a meal presented
in front of me, that someone else has
cooked! I do always enjoy experiences
at Michael's or the Hamilton Inn, but I
do like lots of different kinds of food. I
love eating in outdoor spaces, and
restaurants that have outdoor dining. I
love trying new things, but I do celebrate often at Michael's.?

(Pictured below is Mrs. Follett
and her 4th grade class of '22)
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jects around my house.?

InterviewwithMrs.
Smith

Do you plan on remaining active in a
school community after retirement?

By Ella Kenyon

What was your favor ite school
lunch?

What is your favor ite HCS memor y?
?There are too many to think of just
one, but they all involve having fun at
school?

?I don?t know, I am signed up to be a
substitute teacher as of right now.?

?I love the butternut squash soup?

What will you miss most about HCS?
?The kids?
What will you miss the least about
HCS?

Dora Ammerman, Brice
Sharp-Ballinger

What advice do you have for your
replacement?

Reporters

?Give yourself the gift of time, and really think through your routines and
procedures, don?t be afraid to do what
your class needs, set your students up
to be successful.?

?I liked wherever I was. When I was in
first, I loved first, whenever in second I
loved second and Kindergarden too.?

Dora Ammerman, Ben Coddington,
Henry Crespi, Ella Kenyon, Ben Pollock, Brice Sharp-Ballinger. Anxin
Zheng

(Pictured above is the elementary
mural)

Journalism
Advisor

?Nothing is weird or strange in elementary, we are all just happy
campers?

Amy Jerome

What are you looking for war d to
most about retirement?

Do you have any maj or changes
planned in your life?
?Watching my granddaughter, and read
lots of good books, and do lots of pro-

Editor
Dora Ammerman

Do you have any
weir d/str ange/funny memor ies from
your time at HCS?

?Watching my granddaughter?

The Emerald Press is produced by the
independent study journalism class.
The materials published in this paper
are the efforts of the Emerald Press
Staff and are not intended to represent the opinions or values of any
school official or the Hamilton
Central School Board of Education.
All materials published in The Emerald Press are protected by the copyright laws of the United States.

Editors-in-Chief

?I will not miss being the ?head waitress? at the HCS Inn?

What was your favor ite cour se or
gr ade level?

T he E mer al d
P r ess

(Pictured above is Mrs. Smith's
kindergarten class of '24)
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PlansPost-Graduation
By Dora Ammerman
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L eeanna Boss

Emily Delaney

Leeanna will be attending Certificate school next year

As a new member of Elmira College's Class of '25, Emily will study
Nursing

As the year comes to a close, seniors are choosing their plans for
the future. Though the class has
been challenged in multiple ways
throughout this year, students
have found their paths and are
prepared for the journeys that
await them. Here are the postgraduation plans of HCS's class
of 2021:
Emma Basher

L ogan Campbell

Emma will be attending Cornell
University, studying Agricutural
sciences and Animal science

Studying Construction management,
Logan will be attending Utica College

Zach Ber nar d
In the fall, Zach plans on studying
Construction management at SUNY
ESF

Dylan Dionne
Attending SUNY Cobleskill, Dylan
will pursue his interest in writing

Santi Car delus-Watkins

Vir ginia Dionne

As a student at Santa Clara University, Santi will be pursuing a degree
within the Arts or Sciences

Next year, Ginny plans on becoming
a part of the U.S. Army

Continued on page A8
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John Dudr ick

Aidan Helfant

Blaine Hughes

In the fall, John plans on attending
Siena College to study
Entrepreneurship

Attending Cornell University, Aidan
will pursue his interests in Biological
and Nutritional Sciences

Next fall, Blaine plans on attending
LeMoyne College as an undecided
major

Billy Egerer

Skye Helfant

Devon Jones

Billy will attend SUNY Morrisville to
study Aquaculture

Studying Economics, Skye will be attending Utrecht University

As a Trade School attendee, Devon
will study Structural and Pipe Welding

Aiden Gibbons

Emily Holm

James Jones

As a student of Architecture and
Building, Aiden plans on attending
SUNY Delhi

Attending Bates College, Emily is undecided in her major

James will be pursuing a job in Heavy
Equipment

Continued on page A9
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Emily K oniewicz

L oganNiles

K er r igan K elly

Attending Wells College, Emily will
pursue her interests in Criminal Psychology

After graduating high school, Logan
plans on finding employment as a
welder

Ahmir K ennedy

Jon L ough

Ahlysa Per r y

Ahmir will be attending Siena College,
studying Business

Next year, Jon hopes to find a job he
enjoys and travel

Ahlysa plans on enrolling in the U.S.
Navy

Ryan K ir k

Cassie M ar ks

Ava Rober tson

Next year, Ryan plans on working
locally

As a member of Wells College's Class
of '25, Cassie will study Psychology

Studying Music Industry, Ava will be
attending University of New Haven

In the fall, Kerrigan plans on studying
Sports information and Media at
Duquesne University

Continued on page A10
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Ryan Rutledge

Ashlee Vancour t

L auren Rodr iguez

Attending SUNY Cortland, Ryan will
pursue his interest in Exercise Science

After graduating high school, Ashlee
will be studying Criminal Justice and
Psychology next fall

In the fall, Lauren plans on attending
Barnard College at Columbia University as a Business major

M adison Rodr iguez
Next year Madison plans on studying
Neuroscience at Bucknell University

K ir in Tehan
Next year, Kirin will be attending
Cazenovia College to study Human
Services Mental Health

Seth Walden
Seth plans on attending Colgate University as an undecided major

Jenna Roger s

Tim Ter r y

M ax Wallace

Studying Nursing, Jenna will be attending Morrisville State College

After high school, Tim plans on enrolling in the U.S. Air Force

Studying Animal Science, Max will be
attending SUNY Cobleskill

Continued on page A11
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Ben Wilcox

Dor a Ammer man

Ella K enyon

In the fall, Ben will attend college to
study Business

Next year, Dora plans on studying International Relations and Foreign Languages at Mount Holyoke College

Next fall, Ella will attend Lafayette
College as an undecided major

Ar i Wittwer
Ari is undecided on her plans for next
year

Ben Pollock
Ben Coddington
As a member of Colgate University's
Class of '25, Ben plans on studying
Film and Media Studies

At Boston University, Ben plans on
studying Physical Therapy

M ason Wr ight

Br ice Shr p-Ballinger

Next fall, Mason plans on starting his
own Computer Repair business

Attending University of Rochester,
Brice plans on majoring in Economics/East Asian Studies

Henr y Crespi
Next fall, Henry will pursue his interest
in Japanese language and culture
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AdviceFor Incoming
Freshmen
By Ben Pollock
Entering high school can be incredibly
scary, but, with the right guidance and
advice, the transition can be incredibly
smooth. In this article, I plan to give
some general advice and recommendations that I genuinely believe will
get you fully prepared for your highschool journey.
Get out of your social comfor t zone
Making new friends is a daunting task,
especially when you?re in a relatively
new environment surrounded by a lot
of older kids. One of the biggest pieces
of advice I can give to you is to reach
out to lots of people! Talk to people
from both your grade and other grades,
because I promise you won?t regret it.
The people you surround yourself with
have such a massive impact on you as
a person, whether that be good or bad.
Reach out to the people who will support you, and cut ties with people who
hold you back. Without reaching out to
some older kids, I never would have
been involved with Mark and the
Rhythm Section, and if I hadn?t surrounded myself with my current friend
group I wouldn?t have been nearly as
successful academically. Even though
it?s hard, do your best to break out of
your social comfort zone :)
Don?t get in the habit of
procr astinating
Procrastinating is honestly one of the
worst things you can do as a highschooler. When you?re in middle
school, it's relatively easy to put off
work until the last minute and still be
alright. In high school, however, the
workload can be much more intense--
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but still completely manageable if you
are responsible! I will openly admit
that I procrastinated through most of
my high school career, but I worked
hard to fix that this year. There were
many nights in my junior year where I
would have multiple hours worth of
AP homework to do, all of which I had
known about for at least a week in advance. Don?t let yourself wait until the
last minute to do work, it will only
hurt your sleep schedule and ability to
perform in school. My advice is to, at
the very least, start doing parts of your
homework the day it is assigned. My
schedule this year is the craziest I?ve
ever had, but I never have to stay up
late because I do 10-20 minutes of
most assignments the day they are
given. It will most certainly be tough
to switch from procrastinating to always being on the ball, but you will
not regret it. If you think the workload
in high school is hard, I can promise
you that college will be much tougher.
Set yourself up now with a work ethic
that will help you breeze through
college.
STUDY
Going along with the last point, study!
Please do not cram at the last minute
for your tests. The second a test is announced, develop a study plan that will
fully prepare you. If you study just 20
minutes a night for a test, you will be
so much more prepared than if you had
just crammed the night before. When
you spread your studying out over the
course of a week or two, you will absorb knowledge and actually comprehend the material. If you cram for a
test and do well, that grade doesn?t really matter, since you?ll forget everything you learned in a week. As you
work your way up through high
school, all of the related courses are
based on cumulative knowledge. If
you cram in Algebra one, you?re going

to have a rude awakening once you get
to Algebra two. Spread out your
studying and actually digest the
material.
Ask for help if you need it
A lot of students mentally associate
asking for help with being weak or
?dumb.? This is not the case! The people who admit when they are struggling and actively seek a solution to
their problems are the ones who succeed the most. If you ever find yourself struggling with a subject, ask your
teacher for additional help. Every
teacher at HCS wants you to succeed,
but they will only be able to give you
extra help if you let them know that
you need it! If you?re too nervous to
do this on your own, ask a peer to go
with you. If you?re struggling with a
topic, I guarantee there are others in
the same boat.
Have fun
You?re only going to be a kid for so
long, so make the most of it. Grades
and studying and homework are obviously important, but so are you. Don?t
center your entire life around your
academic performance. You deserve to
have fun and take care of yourself.
Make sure to try out extracurricular
activities and hang out with your
friends. I know it doesn?t feel like it
now, but high school will fly by you.
Make the most of it by developing a
healthy balance between fun and
school, and know that these two things
are not mutually exclusive.
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AQuiet Place: Part II
MovieReview
By Ben Coddington

John Krasinski?s sequel ?A Quiet
Place: Part II? matches its predecessor by maintaining the same edgeof-your-seat tension and fluid storytelling formula as before. The films
center around a family who must
live in silence to avoid alien monsters that hunt by sound. Knowing
that even the smallest sound could
lead to their deaths, they must
struggle to survive without any verbal communication. In ?Part II?
Krasinki expands the postapocalyptic world further, leaving
the single-location setting of the
first film and going to never-beforescene locations? meeting both
friendly and hostile humans along
the way.
Both films are shot in upstate New
York which allows for residents
such as ourselves to feel even more
unsettled by watching such familiarlooking locales in a dilapidated
state. HCS alumni Emily Powrie,
daughter of former HCS Counseling
Center Secretary Kim Powrie,
worked to establish this atmosphere
in the film as both a set and costume
designer. Both the sets and the costumes matched the setting perfectly
and both contributed to the audience's overall immersion within the
film's story.
The film introduces a new character,
Emmett, played by Cillian Murphy.
A broken man with mysterious motives, Emmett makes it clear from
the beginning that he is not sure if
the world is worth saving. However,
through his interactions with Millicent Simmonds?Regan, he is able to
begin to heal the wounds of his past
and move on. The dynamic between
the two characters is not dissimilar
to that of Din Djarin and Grogu
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(The Mandalorian), Joel and Ellie
(The Last of Us), or Logan and X23 (Logan). It would seem the trope
of an emotionally damaged man
growing as a person to overcome
their past and be a better guardian
for an originally unwanted child is
pretty common in media today.
However, that is not a bad thing as it
makes for some great storytelling
and character development.
The film has quite a few jumpscares
and although they are usually seen
as a cheap way to get a reaction out
of the audience in film, I felt for the
most part they were used pretty effectively in ?Part II.? The film is
more interested in creating tension
and uncertainty than outright scaring the audience, which it did to a
great effect through the incredible
score and performances from actors.
For that reason, some may not find
?Part II? as scary as ?Part I? but it is
still a thoroughly intense film,
which I found to be much more
interesting.
Where the film falters slightly is
when it splits off into two different
storylines. At a point in the movie
the film's four main characters split
off into groups of two and despite
its best efforts, one storyline always
remains more interesting than the
other. The more interesting of the
two is the one that follows Reagan
and Emmett as they travel through
the post-apocalyptic landscape
searching for other humans who
have discovered a safe place to live.
The second storyline follows Emily
Blunt?s Evelyn as she attempts to
attend to her son, Noah Jupe?s Marcus?wounds, while at the same time
trying to nurture her newborn baby,
all while monsters lurk nearby
hunting them. The Evelyn/Marcus
storyline was just, unfortunately,
less impactful emotionally and
comparatively boring to that of
Reagan and Emmet?s. While the respective journeys of the characters

allow the film to end on the right
note development-wise, the ending
itself felt abrupt. The film ends right
at the climax of the story and although that allows for sequel setup,
it still felt as though it did not
meaningfully conclude the overall
story of this particular film.
If you have yet to return to the
Hamilton Movie Theater, now is
certainly the time to do it. With
around 75% of movie theaters
around the country now open and
Covid-19 cases on the decline due
to vaccine rollouts, it is now the
safest it has been since March 2020.
One downside to the new covid restrictions in theaters is the limited
capacity, which now makes it even
more difficult to purchase tickets for
the film you want to see. Often I
found that showtimes were selling
out before everyone who wished to
see the film could go. They do still
offer concessions and inside each
theater, certain seats are taped off to
show where you can and cannot sit.
Despite these restrictions, it still
seems that nothing beats a trip to the
movies. Today, with a lot of movies
now being available on streaming
services on the day of release, it
may seem to some like going to a
theater to watch a film is now obsolete. However, I feel as though
nothing beats the experience of going to the movies with a group of
people and experiencing a film for
the first time on the big screen.
Despite offering a dual narrative
with conflicting levels of entertainment as well as an abrupt ending, A
"Quiet Place: Part II" succeeds at
reaching the high bar its predecessor
set in the tension and character development departments. The story
continues seamlessly from ?Part I?
with a concise narrative that elaborates more on the world in which
our characters reside. The Emerald
Press official score for ?A Quiet
Place: Part II? is 9/10.
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Please let us or Ms.
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t he EP next year ! We
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"Barn Hangouts"

"Beach Volleyball"

~ Ben Coddington

~ Henry Crespi

"Hanging out with friends and having no
school" ~ Lauren Rodreguiez

What 's your
favor it e
summer
act ivit y?
"Reading books and crying by
myself"

By Ella Kenyon

"Lake Days"
~ Brooke Speer

~ Emma Crespi

"Swimming"

"Swimming"

"Raining aux on Jake's Boat"

~ Camille Kenyon

~ Colleen Kelly

~ Zach LaFrance

