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WELCOME TO THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

The Hamilton middle school faculty and staff are dedicated to assisting 
students achieve socially, emotionally, and academically.  In grades six 
through eight, rigorous coursework is combined with developmental 
support to ensure that students reach their potential.  Upon successful 
completion of eighth grade, students are prepared with the tools necessary 
to be successful in high school and beyond. 
 

The core subject area teachers (science, English, social studies, and 
mathematics) from each middle school grade level make up a 
“team”.  These teams meet regularly to plan interdisciplinary projects, 
coordinate curriculum, and address individual student needs.  Parents may 
request a conference with their child’s team at any time by calling the 
counseling office at 824-6327. 
 

In addition to the core classes, middle school students take exploratory 
classes including library skills, art, chorus, orchestra, and/or band classes. 
 

Beyond academics, the following activities are offered for student 
participation at the middle school level: 
 

                                  Ski Club 

                                  Sisters         
                                  Student Council 
                                The National FFA Organization (FFA) 
    National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) 
                                  Hamilton Outdoor Group (H.O.G.) 
                                  Modified Sports (grades 7 and 8) 
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ACCELERATION 
 

 
Hamilton Central School endorses the concept of acceleration for academically talented 
and motivated students.  The opportunity for acceleration shall be provided according to 
the conditions set forth in the Commissioner's Regulations. Additionally, parents may 
request an accelerated program or class following district protocol listed below. 
 

1. If the parent is requesting a course NOT recommended by a teacher, the parent shall 
first consult with the appropriate teacher(s) to discuss the teacher’s recommended 
placement at that time. 
 
2. If, after step 1, the parent still wishes to request that course, the request for 
acceleration shall be made by the parent or guardian of the student in writing to the 
principal specifying the desired course(s) to be taken. The school counselor may assist 
the parents in the decision to make the request. 
 
3.  The principal shall determine whether a student has demonstrated readiness in each 
subject based on teacher recommendation, school counselor consultation, academic 
average, and scores on standardized tests. 
 
4.  Acceleration in a particular course may be denied because of enrollment or 
scheduling conflicts. 
 
5.  Continued enrollment in the accelerated program is contingent upon maintaining a 
satisfactory performance level in the course(s). 
 
6. Participation in the accelerated program does not exempt a student from other course 
requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE 6TH GRADE PROGRAM 
 

The sixth grade program includes year-long work in reading, writing, mathematics, 
social studies, science and physical education.  Students participate in exploratory 
classes for ten weeks in art, library, technology, and language.  Students may elect to 
join band and/or chorus.  Students not in chorus are required to participate in music 
class.  
 

 

LITERACY 6 
 

Students in sixth grade literacy are grouped in various ways throughout the 
year.  Students read novels, short stories and poems.  Some of these selections are 
interdisciplinary in nature.  Grades are based on tests, projects, and other assignments. 
 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 6 
 

In sixth grade social studies the focus is on ancient civilizations.  Students study 
cultures such as Mesopotamia, ancient Egypt, ancient Greece and the middle 
ages.  Other topics covered include map skills, primary and secondary sources, 
prehistoric man, and characteristics of civilizations.  Grades are based on projects, 
tests, homework, and writing assignments. 
 

 

SCIENCE 6 

                                             
 

In sixth grade science the focus is primarily earth science related topics.  Students study 
plate tectonics, rocks and minerals, volcanoes, earthquakes, and the solar system. 
 
 
 
MATH 6 
 

This course begins with a review of concepts and skills from the fifth grade curriculum 
followed by the regular sixth grade curriculum.  Students study rational numbers, ratios, 
rates, percents, volume, area, probability, statistics, and begin working with algebraic 
expressions and equations.  The class uses a variety of assessment methods including, 
but not limited to, homework, quizzes, tests, and projects. 
 

 
 
  
 
 



MATH 6A 
 

To be enrolled in Math 6A, students must meet a combination of the following criteria:  
score at or above 85th percentile on the Spring NWEA MAP Assessment scored a 3 or 4 
on the grade 5 state test, and receive recommendation of their 5th grade teacher.  This 
accelerated class begins the year with a very brief review of fifth grade math followed by 
the sixth grade curriculum, covered at an accelerated pace, as well as topics from the 
seventh grade curriculum.  The class uses a variety of assessment methods, including, 
but not limited to, homework, quizzes, tests, and projects.  To remain in the accelerated 
program, students must maintain a minimum of a 90 math average.  Any student who 
falls below this minimum for more than one 5 week period, will be switched into the 
Math 6 program. 
 

 

HEALTH       40 WEEKS (2x per week) 

The main objective of 6th grade health is to: 
 

1.  Address the issue of why some people use drugs and why most people don’t. 
2. How 6th graders can recognize pressures to use substances. 
3. How to resist these pressures 
4. Human body systems. 

 
Grades are based on class activities, in-class work, tests, and a final project. 
 
 
LIBRARY/MEDIA 6 
 

Sixth grade Library and Media classes meet once a week.  The sixth grade curriculum 
focuses on resources, online and in print, and on the research process.  Included are 
units on search strategies including Boolean searching and truncation, online magazine 
and newspaper database searching, encyclopedia use – online and print formats, and 
evaluating search engines and websites.  In addition, books are discussed and good 
book selection websites are shared. 
 

 

 
GENERAL MUSIC  20 WEEKS 
 
In general music, this class will cover several different units throughout the semester, 
including note-reading, composition, musicals, beginning guitar, and composers, just to 
name a few. Students will complete projects and assignments individually and will learn 
to work together in groups.   
 

 

 

 

 



 

MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND  40 WEEKS 

The Concert Band is made up of 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students and performs music 
appropriate for second and third year musicians.  Participation in the band includes 
either a weekly or biweekly lesson. Participation at the Winter and Spring Concerts and 
parades is required.  The goal of the band program is to enrich student’s lives, develop 
their thinking, increase their knowledge and skill, and expose them to the cultural 
importance of music through practice and performance on wind and percussion 
instruments.  Weekly practice is an expectation as we work towards improvement on 
the individual level as well as the entire band. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS     40 WEEKS      
 

          

Students participating in chorus will develop basic vocal skills and learn about music 
through the singing experience. Throughout the year, students will learn various singing 
warm ups and songs to strengthen their voice and listening skills.  They will also 
interpret and analyze musical pieces.  The middle school chorus performs two concerts 
a year.  Participation in the performances is mandatory for all members. 
 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ORCHESTRA         40 WEEKS 
 

The orchestral program has three main goals for students.  First is the preparation of 
two concerts, one in December and the other in May.  Music for these concerts will 
come from many different genres including significant classical composers as well as 
modern music.  There will, on occasion, be collaboration with the chorus and band 
members for combined performances.  The second goal is for personal development on 
their string instrument through lessons, with the possibility of small group performances 
in the community and participation in NYSSMA solo festivals.  Lessons are weekly, but 
if one also plays a band instrument, that student will alternate lessons with the band 
program.  The final goal is a constant exploration of the connections music has in 
society with history, current events and musical theory and composition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

THE 7TH GRADE PROGRAM 
 

 

The seventh grade program includes year-long work in English, mathematics, social 
studies, science, foreign language, and physical education plus a series of 10 week 
exploratory courses in technology, agriculture, study skills, and health/leadership.   
 
Art is offered twice a week for 10 weeks. 
 

 

ENGLISH 7                                    40 WEEKS  
 

Major components of English 7: Vocabulary, Reading, Writing, & Writing Mechanics 
 

Students will learn challenging vocabulary words throughout the year. Most vocabulary 
words are chosen from the texts we read in class. Each unit is followed by a vocabulary 
and spelling quiz. Students are expected to complete the homework required for each 
unit. 
 

Our primary texts for the study of literature are the Heath Middle Level Literature 
textbook, the novel The Thief of Always, by Clive Barker, and a selection of poems. We 
read and study short stories, novels, plays, nonfiction, and poems. In addition, students 
participate in an independent reading program throughout the year. Students are 
encouraged to be active, thoughtful readers. 
 

During the school year, a variety of writing skills are emphasized. Primary emphasis is 
on learning to form a thesis or central idea and support it with text-based details and 
analysis. Writing genres include expository, persuasive, and narrative.  
 

In our study of writing mechanics, we study parts of speech, clauses, types of 
sentences, sentence fragments, run-on sentences, comma splices, punctuation, and 
capitalization. 
 

Grade Breakdown: 
Tests, Essays, and Projects = 35% 

Quizzes = 30% 

Independent Reading = 25% 

Homework = 10% 
 

A final exam is given at the end of the year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
U.S. HISTORY I                             40 WEEKS 
 

This first year of a two-year sequence in American (and New York State) history covers 
the period from the arrival of the first Americans (ancestors of the Native Americans) 
through the events of the Civil War.  The course emphasizes the development of basic 
geography and social studies skills, critical thinking skills, and understanding the 
meaning of historical events.  Approximately 50% of the course is text based, with the 
other 50% based upon a variety of role-playing and simulation activities designed to 
engage students actively in thinking about key historical events.  Homework is assigned 
most nights, either to prepare for the next day’s class, or for more long-term 
projects.  Tests are given at the end of our coverage of major historical time periods.  As 
a rule, a test will cover the material in 1-2 chapters.  Grades are based upon the quality 
of classroom preparation and participation as well as test performance.  There is a final 
exam on the year’s work. 
 

 

SCIENCE 7                                     40 WEEKS 
 

Seventh grade science is an introductory course in chemistry and physics.  There is a 
strong emphasis on lab skills and scientific thinking.  Developing a strong foundation for 
future sciences is also a focus.  Curriculum topics include the nature of matter, basic 
chemistry, the study of the atom, motion, and energy.  Laboratory work is an important 
part of the course and laboratory reports are required.  Grading is based on tests, 
written assignments, and daily homework.  A final exam is given at the end of the year. 
 

 

MATH 7                                          40 WEEKS 
 

Math 7 extends the student’s knowledge of operations with whole numbers, fractions 
and decimals; percent, ratio and proportion; measurement and geometry; probability 
and statistics; integers; the beginnings of algebra, including writing and evaluating 
expressions, and solving equations and inequalities.  Problem solving is stressed 
throughout the course.  Grades are based on homework, quizzes, tests, and 
projects.  There is a cumulative final exam given at the end of the course. 
 

 

MATH 7A                                       40 WEEKS 
 

Math 7A course reviews and extends all of the concepts of Math 6A, then continues 
covering the Math 8 curriculum.  This course is more of a pre-algebra course with 
greater emphasis on algebraic concepts and solving equations.  Upon successful 
completion of this course, students enter Algebra in the 8th grade, which is a credit-
bearing high school course.  To remain in the accelerated program, students must 
maintain a minimum of a 90 math average.  Any student who falls below this minimum 
for more than one 5-week period, will be switched into the Math 7 program. 
 

 



 
ALL STUDENTS MUST CHOOSE ONE FOREIGN LANGUAGE. 
 

SPANISH 7 OR FRENCH 7   40 WEEKS 
 

The language program for grades seven and eight focuses on the understanding and 
appreciation of different cultures in Spanish or French speaking nations.  Students learn 
basic vocabulary to comprehend and communicate simple statements.  There are 
regular writing and memorizing assignments plus weekly quizzes and unit tests.  There 
is a final exam. French 7 grades are based on 40% Homework, 50% 
Tests/Quizzes/Projects, and 10% Speaking/Participation. Spanish 7 grades are based 
on 40% homework, 40% tests/quizzes, and 20% classwork/participation.  Successful 
completion of Spanish or French courses at the middle school level is required for high 
school graduation. 
 

LATIN 1                                          40 WEEKS 
 

Latin 1 is an accelerated course for seventh grade students.  This is a high school credit 
bearing course taught at the ninth grade level and is appropriate for students that 
demonstrate exceptional academic abilities.  Students are recommended by the sixth 
grade teachers based on maintaining an overall average of 90 or higher, effort, 
responsibility, independence, self-motivation, and NYS test scores. 
 

This is an introductory course in Latin language and Roman culture.  Emphasis is on 
reading and writing Latin.  There are daily reading and writing assignments, regular 
quizzes and tests, and there is a final exam.  Grades for this course will go on the 
permanent transcript and will eventually be reported to colleges.  It is expected students 
choosing Latin in 7th grade will commit to three years of the language in order to meet 
requirement for a high school Advanced Regents diploma.  
 

 
READING 7                                   40 WEEKS 
 

This course focuses on an integrated approach to understanding different genres of 
literature. Emphasis is placed on comprehension of text through the application of high-
level thinking skills. Students will be taught strategies to improve both reading and 
writing skills. This course also is designed to develop an appreciation of reading. 
 

  
AGRICULTURE 7                         10 WEEKS 
 

This course provides an introduction to agriculture in New York State.  Units include 
dairy, FFA, the apple industry, wildlife, floral arranging, food science, marketing and 
promotion of agriculture products, tree identification, agriculture safety, tractor driving, 
plant science, aquaculture and small animal care.  Grades are based on class activities, 
participation, effort and behavior in class. 
 

 



 
LEADERSHIP 7      10 WEEKS 
 

This course provides the Middle School student body with an organized opportunity to 
develop leadership skills and potential. Students will learn about important topics that 
they may encounter in the coming years, including self-image, communicating with 
others, making decisions, anxiety/stress, violence in the media, gambling, alcohol, and 
tobacco. At the end of this course, students will be more prepared to deal with these 
challenges and to act as leaders among their peers. 
 

 
ART 7                                              10 WEEKS 
 

This course emphasizes the techniques, tools, and materials used in the areas of 
drawing, color, design, 3-dimensional construction, clay work and graphic arts.  
Students are responsible for completion of projects, research projects and classroom 
clean-up.   Grades are based on project work, tests, and classroom behavior, effort, and 
participation.  This class will meet three times per week for one quarter of the school 
year. 
 

 
EXPLORATORY – STUDY SKILLS      10 WEEKS  
 

This course will teach students a variety of strategies for reaching academic 
success.  We will study the following topics: 
 

-Time Management 
-Organization 

-General Academic Skills  
-Reading Skills  
-Writing Skills  
-Listening Skills  
-Study Strategies  
-Test-Taking Strategies  
-Homework Habits 
 
Grades are based on class activities, projects, and quizzes. 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7  40 WEEKS 
 

The seventh grade physical education program builds upon the skills and activities from 
grades K-6. Students engage in activities such as individual and team sports and many 
fitness activities.  There is continued emphasis on the value of physical activity as a 
basis for developing the whole person.  Grades are based on participation, skill tests, 
written tests, effort and conduct. 
 

 

 



 
 
GENERAL MUSIC   20 WEEKS 
 
In general music, this class will cover several different units throughout the semester, 
including note-reading, composition, musicals, beginning guitar, and composers, just to 
name a few. Students will complete projects and assignments individually and will learn 
to work together in groups.   
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND  40 WEEKS 

The Concert Band is made up of 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students and performs music 
appropriate for second and third year musicians.  Participation in the band includes 
either a weekly or biweekly lesson. Participation at the Winter and Spring Concerts and 
parades is required.  The goal of the band program is to enrich student’s lives, develop 
their thinking, increase their knowledge and skill, and expose them to the cultural 
importance of music through practice and performance on wind and percussion 
instruments.  Weekly practice is an expectation as we work towards improvement on 
the individual level as well as the entire band. 
 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS     40 WEEKS     
          

Students participating in chorus will develop basic vocal skills and learn about music 
through the singing experience.  At the beginning of the course, students will participate 
in a vocal interview to identify strengths and weaknesses and set goals for the 
year.  Throughout the year, students will learn and practice voice and ear-training 
exercises.  They will also interpret and analyze musical pieces.  The middle school 
chorus performs two concerts a year.  Participation in the performances is mandatory 
for all members. 
 

  
MIDDLE SCHOOL ORCHESTRA         40 WEEKS 
 

The orchestral program has three main goals for students.  First is the preparation of 
two concerts, one in December and the other in May.  Music for these concerts will 
come from many different genres including significant classical composers as well as 
modern music.  There will, on occasion, be collaboration with the chorus and band 
members for combined performances.  The second goal is for personal development on 
their string instrument through lessons, with the possibility of small group performances 
in the community and participation in NYSSMA solo festivals.  Lessons are weekly, but 
if one also plays a band instrument, that student will alternate lessons with the band 
program.  The final goal is a constant exploration of the connections music has in 
society with history, current events and musical theory and composition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

THE 8TH GRADE PROGRAM 
 

The eighth grade program includes year-long work in English, mathematics, social 
studies, science, foreign language, and physical education, plus a series of exploratory 
courses in technology/agriculture, home & careers, health, art and music.  All students 
in grade eight are required to take comprehensive exams issued by New York State in 
the spring.  These exams are designed to be indicators of student performance on 
upcoming Regents exams.  Students who score below a designated reference point will 
be required to participate in academic intervention services in ninth grade. Tests are 
given in the following subject areas: 
 

                    Mathematics                          Science (written) 
                    English Language Arts     Science (performance) 
                    Social Studies - There is no longer an 8th grade state assessment in SS. 
               

Students participating in the foreign language program are also required by the State of 
New York to take and pass a proficiency exam at the end of the second year of study. 
Most students will take this exam in the spring of their eighth grade year. 
 

    
ENGLISH 8                                 40 WEEKS 
 

Major components of English 8: Vocabulary, Literature, Writing, & Writing Mechanics 
 

Students will learn challenging vocabulary words throughout the year. Vocabulary words 
are chosen from the texts we read in class. Each unit is followed by a vocabulary and 
spelling quiz. Students are expected to complete the homework required for each unit. 
In addition, students will learn about word roots, prefixes, and suffixes, which will foster 
the acquisition of new vocabulary words. 
 

Our primary texts for the study of literature are a selection of short stories and the 
novels The Outsiders, The Devil’s Arithmetic, and The Giver. We also read short works 
of informational nonfiction throughout the year. In addition, students participate in an 
independent reading program. Students are encouraged to be active, thoughtful 
readers. 
 

During the school year, a variety of writing skills are emphasized.  Primary emphasis is 
on supporting an argument using text-based details and analysis. Writing assignments 
include literary analysis, persuasive writing, and creative writing 
 
Building upon their exposure to grammar and punctuation in 7th grade, students will 
learn how to avoid common errors in grammar and punctuation. 
 

Grade Breakdown: 
Tests, Essays, and Projects = 35% 

Quizzes = 30% 

Independent Reading = 25% 

Homework = 10%    A final exam is given at the end of the year. 
 
 



 
U.S. HISTORY II                           40 WEEKS 
 

A continuation of U.S. History I, this narrative history course traces the development of 
an industrial America from Reconstruction to the present.  Major content areas include 
the Progressive Era, the Rise to World Power and World War I, the 1920's, the 
Depression and the New Deal, World War II, Civil Rights Movement, Cold War and Post 
Cold War Era.  There is an emphasis on organizing and using information, 
distinguishing fact and opinion, and analyzing data.  Regular textbook assignments plus 
projects on at least two units are given.  Tests are given after each chapter or combined 
into unit tests.  Quarter grades are based on homework, notebook and unit tests.  There 
is a final exam. 
 

 

SCIENCE 8                                    40 WEEKS 
 

The eighth grade course is a survey of life science topics.  The curriculum includes 
these major content areas: characteristics of living things, the structure and function of 
cells, the classification of organisms, genetics, and how living things change over 
time.  Students are required to perform lab experiments and to write lab 
reports.  Grading is based on tests, written assignments, and daily homework.  A final 
exam is given at the end of the year. 
 

 

BIOLOGY:  LIVING ENVIRONMENT  (Accelerated Science)           40 WEEKS 
 

This is the State Education Department course that replaces Regents Biology.  It builds 
on the knowledge that students gained in the Intermediate Life Science 
course.  Students will explore a variety of life science topics including scientific inquiry, 
genetics and evolution, botany, human biology, and ecology.  There is a requirement to 
learn laboratory skills and to complete the laboratory exercises designed for the 
course.  The Regents Exam for the Living Environment will consist of multiple choice 
and open-ended questions, and possibly a laboratory performance test.  This is a high 
school credit-bearing course with a Regents exam open to 8th grade students.  Students 
enrolled in the accelerated science program are expected to complete five years of 
science by 12th grade.  Students must maintain an 85 average to remain in the 
course.  Students falling below the criteria will be placed back into Science 8.  Students 
enrolled in this course are expected to take both the New York State Science 8 
performance/written test AND the Biology Regents exam. 
 

Pre-requisites: 
        -90 average in Math 7A and Science 7 at end of year 
        -90 overall average in June 

        -Students must be enrolled in the accelerated math program 

        -Students must maintain an 85 average in the course to stay enrolled 
 

 

 
 
 



 
MATH 8                                       40 WEEKS 
 

The major content areas of Math 8 are:  linear equations and systems of equations, 
basic functions, Pythagorean Theorem, transformations, and patterns of association in 
bivariate data.  Emphasis is on applying basic mathematics to problem solving 
situations.  Grades are based on homework, quizzes, tests, and projects.  There is a 
cumulative final exam given at the end of the course. 
  
 

ALGEBRA                                  40 WEEKS 

This is a first level algebra course.  Topics of study include:  multi-step equations and 
inequalities, linear functions, exponents and exponential functions, quadratic functions 
and equations, radical expressions, algebraic rational expressions, measures of central 
tendency and dispersion, and probability.  Emphasis is on applying algebra to problem 
solving situations.  This is a high school credit-bearing course.   A cumulative state 
regents exam is given at the end of the course.  Passing this state regents exam is a 
requirement of graduation. 
 

 

 
READING 8                                   40 WEEKS 
 

This course focuses on an integrated approach to understanding different genres of 
literature.  Emphasis is placed on comprehension of text through the application of high-
level thinking skills.  Students will be taught strategies to improve both reading and 
writing skills.  This course is also designed to develop an appreciation of 
reading.  Students scoring below grade level on standardized reading assessments are 
placed in this reading course. 
 

 

SPANISH 8 OR FRENCH 8   40 WEEKS 
 

A continuing program from grade seven, this course focuses on the understanding and 
appreciation of different cultures in Spanish or French speaking nations.  Students add 
to their basic vocabulary to comprehend and communicate more complex ideas.  This 
course is designed to prepare students for the state mandated language proficiency 
exam, which is given at the end of this course.  Students are required to pass both the 
class AND the proficiency exam to successfully pass Spanish 8 or French 8.  There are 
regular speaking, writing, and memorizing assignments as well as projects, quizzes and 
unit tests.  Successful completion of Spanish or French 7 and 8 is required for high 
school graduation.  Students earn one unit of high school credit upon successful 
completion of Spanish 8 or French 8.  French 8 grades are based on 40% Homework, 
50% Tests/Quizzes/Projects, and 10% Speaking/Participation. Spanish 8 grades are 
based on 40% homework, 40% tests/quizzes, and 20% classwork/participation.  
 

 

 
 



 
 
LATIN 2                                         40 WEEKS 
 

Students will continue to learn Latin grammar and vocabulary while reading more 
stories based around the time of the Roman Empire.  Students will learn more aspects 
of Roman culture.  There are regular assignments and there is a final exam. 
 

 

TECHNOLOGY 8                          10 WEEKS 
 

Building upon Technology 7, this course is centered around technological 
systems.  Major topics included are choosing appropriate resources, controlling 
technological systems, technology and society, and using systems to solve 
problems.  There are textbook readings and class projects.  Grades are based on 40% 
class activities, 40% written and oral reports, 10% homework, and 10% effort and 
participation. 
 

         
 

EXPLORATORY – CHOICES      10 WEEKS 
 

Course description will be forthcoming.  Check with the counseling office for more 
information. 
 

HEALTH  8    10 WEEKS 

Students will learn the functional knowledge and skills that will help in making healthy 
choices.  Students will have the opportunity to practice these skills during class using 
the concepts discussed during each lesson.  Topics include, but are not limited to, 
unintentional injuries and violence, alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, sexual health, 
nutrition, and physical inactivity. 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8  40 WEEKS 
 

The eighth grade physical education program builds upon the skills and activities from 
grades K-7. Students engage in activities such as individual and team sports and many 
fitness activities.  There is continued emphasis on the value of physical activity as a 
basis for developing the whole person.  Grades are based on participation, skill tests, 
and written tests. 
 
 
ART 8                                             10 WEEKS 
 

A continuation of Art 7, this course further develops student’s skills in drawing, design, 
color, 3-dimensional construction, clay work, the graphic arts, and the understanding of 
art in general.  This course will entail both individual and group assignments.  Art 8 will 
meet 4 times per week for 10 weeks.  Grading is based heavily on effort and 
participation, as well as risk taking. 
 



 
 

GENERAL MUSIC   20 WEEKS 
 
In general music, this class will cover several different units throughout the semester, 
including note-reading, composition, musicals, beginning guitar, and composers, just to 
name a few. Students will complete projects and assignments individually and will learn 
to work together in groups.   
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND  40 WEEKS 

 
The Concert Band is made up of 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students and performs music 
appropriate for second and third year musicians.  Participation in the band includes 
either a weekly or biweekly lesson. Participation at the Winter and Spring Concerts and 
parades is required.  The goal of the band program is to enrich student’s lives, develop 
their thinking, increase their knowledge and skill, and expose them to the cultural 
importance of music through practice and performance on wind and percussion 
instruments.  Weekly practice is an expectation as we work towards improvement on 
the individual level as well as the entire band. 
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS     40 WEEKS   
 

             

Students participating in chorus will develop basic vocal skills and learn about music 
through the singing experience.  At the beginning of the course, students will participate 
in a vocal interview to identify strengths and weaknesses and set goals for the 
year.  Throughout the year, students will learn and practice voice and ear-training 
exercises.  They will also interpret and analyze musical pieces.  The middle school 
chorus performs two concerts a year.  Participation in the performances is mandatory 
for all members. 
 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL ORCHESTRA         40 WEEKS 
 

The orchestral program has three main goals for students.  First is the preparation of 
two concerts, one in December and the other in May.  Music for these concerts will 
come from many different genres including significant classical composers as well as 
modern music.  There will, on occasion, be collaboration with the chorus and band 
members for combined performances.  The second goal is for personal development on 
their string instrument through lessons, with the possibility of small group performances 
in the community and participation in NYSSMA solo festivals.  Lessons are weekly, but 
if one also plays a band instrument, that student will alternate lessons with the band 
program.  The final goal is a constant exploration of the connections music has in 
society with history, current events and musical theory and composition 
 


